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O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  

Our  aim  is  to  introduce  more  
readers  to  digital  fiction  and  
investigate  digital  fiction  reading  
using  cognitive  and  empirical  
approaches.	



The  Researchers	

Dr.  Alice  Bell	
Sheffield  Hallam	

University	

Prof.  Astrid  Ensslin	
University  of  Alberta	

Dr.  Lyle  Skains	
Bangor  University	

Dr.  Jen  Smith	
Sheffield  Hallam  University	

Dr.  Isabelle  van  der  Bom	
Sheffield  Hallam  University	



Research:  Immersion	



Research:  Textual  “You”	



Research:  Writing  Practice	



Research:  Hyperlink  Strategies	



Workshops  &  Events	



Future  of  Reading  Exhibition	

Workshops  &  Events	



Off  the  Shelf  Lectures  &  Workshops	

Workshops  &  Events	

Kate  Pullinger	

Christine  Wilks	



NLW  Workshop:  	
DF  for  Children	

Workshops  &  Events	
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F F U G L E N  D D I G I D O L  
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O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  

Expand  Digital  Fiction  readership  to  
a  broader  segment  of  the  public  
through  broadly  accessible  

“popular”  works.	



110  Entries  from  24  Countries  	



The  Judges	

Prof.  Kate  Pullinger	

Dr.  Eben  J.  Muse	

Dr.  Alice  Bell	

Prof.  Astrid  Ensslin	

Dr.  Bronwen  Thomas	

Dr.  Lyle  Skains	



The  Judges	

Dr.  Alice  Bell	

I  was  bowled-‐‑over  by  the  quantity  and  quality  
of  the  entries,  in  terms  of  technical  ability,  the  
way  in  which  the  digital  medium  was  used  to  
tell  a  story,  and  the  quality  of  the  writing.  The  
shortlisted  works  truly  show  how  digital  
fiction  can  be  opened  up  to  new  writers  and  
audiences.	



The  Judges	

Prof.  Astrid  Ensslin	

It  was  a  fantastic  experience  to  be  able  to  read  
and  play  such  a  wide  variety  of  innovative  
works,  and  the  manifold  ways  in  which  they  
push  the  aesthetic  boundaries  of  the  
technologies  they  use.  Congratulations  to  all  
successful  artists  in  this  competition,  and  
thanks  to  all  participants  for  enriching  the  
process  as  a  whole.	



The  Judges	

Dr.  Bronwen  Thomas	

It  was  great  to  see  a  
strong  showing  for  the  
student  prize,  and  hope  
to  see  more  Welsh  
language  entries  in  the  
future!	



O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
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PRIZE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  

CHILDREN’S 
DIGITAL FICTION 



C H I L D R E N ’ S  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
S h o r t l i s t  



C H I L D R E N ’ S  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W i n n e r  



O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  

STUDENT 
PRIZE 



S T U D E N T  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
S h o r t l i s t  

by Reed Hinckley-Barnes 

The Abyss 
A story of within and without. 

by Devi Acharya 

by Daniel Cockcroft

S.I.R.
by 

Rebecca 
Goodine



S T U D E N T  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n  



S T U D E N T  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W i n n e r  



O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  

PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE 



P E O P L E ’ S  C H O I C E  
S h o r t l i s t  

by Mez Breeze Design 
& Dreaming Methods 

by Dean Hammer,  
Dean of Psychic High School by  The  Old  Man	

by  Serge  Bouchardon,  Siyu  Zhang,	
Xuhao  Lin,  Romaric  Delahaie,	

Rebecca  Fribourg,  Raphaël  Kovacic	



P E O P L E ’ S  C H O I C E  
H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n  

by Dean Hammer,  
Dean of Psychic High School 



P E O P L E ’ S  C H O I C E  
W i n n e r  



O P E N I N G  U P  D I G I T A L  F I C T I O N  
W r i t i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n  

JUDGES’ 
PRIZE 



J U D G E S ’  P R I Z E  
S h o r t l i s t  

by  The  Old  Man	

by  Serge  Bouchardon,  Siyu  Zhang,	
Xuhao  Lin,  Romaric  Delahaie,	

Rebecca  Fribourg,  Raphaël  Kovacic	

500 
Apocalypses 

by Phantom Williams by Emma Pooka 

by Sudden Oak 

by  Mez  Breeze  Design  +  	
Bradfield  Narrative  Designs	

how to rob a bank 

by Alan Bigelow 



J U D G E S ’  P R I Z E  
S h o r t l i s t  

by Mez Breeze Design 
& Dreaming Methods 

by Dean Hammer,  
Dean of Psychic High School 

by 
Krishan Coupland 

Hana Feels 

by Gavin Inglis 



J U D G E S ’  P R I Z E  
H o n o u r a b l e  M e n t i o n  

by Emma Pooka 



J U D G E S ’  P R I Z E  
W i n n e r  

how to rob a bank 

by Alan Bigelow 
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